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LPP 21 September 2021  
Re: DA 2020/232/1 

GLEDSWOOD  
 900A Camden Valley Way Gledswood Hills  

 Alterations and additions to an existing heritage building and change of use to a centre based 
childcare centre for 84 children and associated site works 

 

Thank you, today I am speaking on behalf of Camden Residents’ Action Group and I believe the 
general community.  

We note 24 objections were received, This may be a record especially as the community was not 
publicly informed by Council of the proposal. The many comments on social media express 
astonishment that such an historic property, which is zoned for tourism, could ever be subject to 
the alterations to fabric and gardens required to comply with NSW Child Care Guidelines. In 
fact, its zoning prohibits child care centres.  

The community finds its recommended approval inexplicable given Camden Council’s policy of 
heritage conservation and of leveraging its tourism potential most recently reiterated in its Local 
Strategic Planning Statement.  Gledswood’s potential is key to this policy given its location 
within greater Sydney close its newest Airport.   

You have our written objection, so we will concentrate on the DA assessment and our tabled 
document which includes extracts from a 2012 Heritage Agreement with the NSW Government, 
including a Work Schedule. We sought access to the Agreement as NSW Heritage told us that it 
was the relevant and binding document.  
 
The Agreement is for subdivision of historic curtilage to fund Gledswood’s restoration and 
maintenance.  There are questions, as listed in our tabled document, that we feel need to 
answered.  
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This DA provides no explanation as to why subdivision was not enough or why a use that 
enables Gledswood to be enjoyed by the public, as was the stated intention at the time, is not the 
obvious option.     
 
The Assessment does not examine the terms of the Heritage Agreement. Importantly, it does not 
explore the rationale of this DA and seeming failure to deliver already agreed restoration and 
ongoing maintenance outcomes. Or any other reason why further conservation incentive is 
needed. Whilst the 2011 CMP is provided at Attachment 8, the Work Schedule that we 
understand was to be funded by the subdivision is unfortunately omitted.  
 
Our understanding is that Gledswood should be ready for tourism with restoration work mainly 
complete and ongoing conservation and maintenance funded and scheduled.  
 
Instead, we find that dispensation on zoning is sought in the name of conservation incentive for a 
prohibited use that will destroy or disturb heritage fabric (LEP 5.10 (10)).  

We strongly disagree with the statement in the Assessment that a child care use is akin to those 
listed in the CMP. This use is also not in accordance with Burra Charter principles on which it is 
based. The community cannot accept that converting the property for child care facilitates 
conservation. Child care has very specific requirements that have everything to do with the 
welfare and supervision of very small children and nothing to do with conserving heritage.    

Clearly, this use is detrimental to Gledswood’s cultural significance as a rural residence and 
detracts from its interpretation and appreciation as a tourism asset. 

We assume that the Panel will be provided with a comparative financial analysis to demonstrate 
how a child care use would be the more feasible option to facilitate conservation. Our 
investigation suggests otherwise, especially as income would be needed to cover damage and 
greater wear on the property (s 5.10(a)).  

The Assessment states prematurely that the Heritage Council raised no objection. Its Approvals 
Committee has not met to consider it. Instead, a delegate has stated insufficient information has 
been provided to assess heritage impacts and sets out a list of conditions that also address 
objections raised in the community. Such changes as can be approved are left to be considered 
by the Department of Education. We believe the conditions cannot be met given child welfare 
requirements for indoor and outdoor spaces and their cumulative detrimental effect.  
 
We sincerely submit that this proposal is not in the public interest now or for future generations 
and request that it be refused.  
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Camden LPP 21 September 2021  
Re: DA 2020/232/1 

GLEDSWOOD  
 

Tabled Documents  
 

 Heritage Agreement Questions in relation to assessment of this DA  
 Heritage Agreement extracts including Work Schedule   

 
Also see  

 Camden Advertiser 16 July 2013 Sale of home's land to fund restoration on Heritage 
Agreement and subdivision https://www.camdenadvertiser.com.au/story/1641052/sale-
of-homes-land-to-fund-restoration/ 

 The Sector Early Education News 9 December 2020 Gledswood Homestead looking to be 
repurposed as a childcare centre 
https://www.camdenadvertiser.com.au/story/1641052/sale-ofhomes- 
land-to-fund-restoration/ 
 
 

HERITAGE AGREEMENT Questions in relation to assessment of this DA 
 

 What is the status of compliance with the Work Schedules (Appendix A)?  

 Is there compliance with the Building Cyclical Maintenance Plan and Landscape 
Management Plan (Clause 6c)?  

 Is the bank guarantee for conservation works of $2m still current (Clause 10.1)?   

 What is the recurrent annual maintenance cost being incurred under the Agreement in 
order to properly maintain the Heritage property? (Clause 17)   
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